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(54) APPUCATION PROGRAM STARTING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To eliminate the troublesome job of 
specifying each data file to be used and then opening it, 
one by one, for the purpose of starting an application 
program on an operating system which provides a 
hierarchial file system. 

CONSTITUTION: An identifier which identifies to which 
application program a particular file belongs, is provided 
as in the case of a data file, to a directory file, and when 
a file is specified, an application retrieving means 1 1 and 
a directory identifying means 1 2 examine to which 
application program a directory file belongs. If the 
specified file is a directory file, the file is developed and 
the identical data file with the identifier of the 
application program which the directory file has is 
extracted by a data file identifying means 14. The 
extracted data file is opened by a data file opening 
means, and the retrieved application program is started. 
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